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Public  Health  Department, 

County  Hall, 

Trowbridge, 

November,  1940. 

My  Lords,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  twenty-first  Annual  Report  on  the  Public 
Health  of  the  County  of  Wilts. 


The  Ministry  of  Health  have  suggested  that  this  report  should  be  confined 
to  essential  and  urgent  matters  which  have  affected  the  public  health  during 
1939  and  the  report  is  therefore  of  a  very  brief  character. 


All  records  and  statistics  such  as  would  normally  have  been  given  in  this 
report  are  being  carefully  preserved  and  will  be  available  for  a  future  fuller 
report  for  an  inclusive  period  should  this  be  necessary. 


Our  efforts  have  been  directed  not  only  to  the  very  extensive  new  organisa¬ 
tions  required  by  war  but  also  to  the  maintenance  and  expansion  of  our  existing 
services.  Both  problems  have  naturally  been  rendered  very  difficult  through  the 
continuous  loss  of  experienced  members  of  the  Staff. 


On  no  previous  occasion  has  my  Annual  Report  been  issued  so  late  in  the 
year,  but  this  has  been  inevitable  owing  to  the  late  receipt  of  the  statistics 
from  the  Registrar-General  and  the  pressure  of  work  in  the  Public  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  arising  from  the  war. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


CLAUDE  E.  TANGYE. 


STAFF. 


Both  the  medical  and  clerical  staff  began  to  be  depleted  from  the  very 
beginning  of  the  war.  This  depletion  was  not,  however,  serious  before  the  end 
of  the  year.  x 

VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1939. 

The  following  are  the  most  important  vital  statistics  for  the  year,  the  figures 
for  1938  being  given  in  the  table  below  for  purposes  of  comparison  :  — 

POPULATION. 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  for  1939  :  — 

(a)  For  Birth-rate  purposes  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  310,500 

(b)  For  Death-rate  and  other  purposes  .  .  .  .  .  .  318,200 

The  difference  between  these  figures,  some  7,700,  is  presumably  due  to  the 

large  number  of  persons  evacuated  to  this  County.  It  must  not  be  taken  as 
representative  of  the  much  larger  though  fluctuating  total  of  evacuee  population 

which  has  been  arriving  in  this  County  since  the  beginning  of  the  war,  nor  of 

the  very  large  and  fluctuating  numbers  of  troops.  More  than  10,000  school  child¬ 
ren  alone  were  evacuated  from  London  Areas  and  Portsmouth  under  official 

schemes  soon  after  the  war  began,  together  with  many  children  under  school 
age  and  many  adults  such  as  expectant  mothers  and  blind.  Evacuation  of  various 
schools  and  nursery  homes  and  the  unofficial  evacuation  of  all  types  of  persons 
added  further  to  the  population  of  the  County  but  by  the  end  of  the  year 
many  had  returned  to  their  homes.  The  total  extent  of  the  addition  to  the  civil¬ 
ian  population  owing  to  the  war  during  last  year  cannot  be,  therefore,  even  approxi¬ 
mately  calculated. 

BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS. 


Total 

Rate 

1939 

1938 

1939 

1938 

(per  1000  of  population). 

Live  Births 

4707 

4422 

15.16 

14.46 

Deaths 

3871 

3666 

12.16 

11.98 

Deaths  from  :  — 

per  100( 

)  births). 

Puerperal  Sepsis  .  . 

2 

3 

0.39 

0.66 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  . . 

10 

11 

1.97 

2.39 

Total  •  *  ••  ••  ••  •• 

12 

14 

2.36 

3.05 

(per  1000  li 

ve  births) 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  .  . 

192 

193 

40.79 

43.64 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

570 

502 

Deaths  from  certain  Infectious  Diseases  : — • 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

2 

Diphtheria  .  . 

13 

7 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever 

1 

2 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

3 

5 

Infantile  Paralysis 

1 

1 

Acute  Encephalitis  Lethargica  .  . 

4 

— 

Phthisis 

110 

Ill 

Other  Tuberculosis 

19 

22 

2 


It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  that  the  birth  rate  continues  to  rise  and  that 
most  of  the  other  rates  remain  at  the  usual  level  for  the  County.  The  maternal 
mortality  rate,  however,  shows  a  distinct  decrease,  the  rate  of  2.36  for  the  whole 
County,  including  Salisbury  and  Swindon,  being  the  lowest  for  six  years. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 

The  health  services  in  general  remain  as  described  in  previous  reports,  the 
only  definite  extension  in  these  services  being  the  provision  of  Emergency  Matern¬ 
ity  Homes,  and  the  opening  of  additional  Infant  Welfare  and  Weighing  Centres. 


EMERGENCY  MATERNITY  HOMES. 

Under  the  Government  Evacuation  Scheme,  two  emergency  Maternity  Homes 
were  set  up  at  the  outbreak  of  war  for  the  reception  of  a  large  number  of 
expectant  mothers  evacuated  to  the  County  Area.  These  Homes  are  situated  at 

Berryfield  House,  Bradford-on-Avon,  requisitioned  under  the  Government’s  emergency 
powers  and  adapted  for  40  beds,  and  the  Old  Cottage  Hospital,  Melksham,  loaned 
by  the  Hospital  Committee  containing  30  beds.  The  furnishing  of  these  two 

Homes  presented  a  serious  problem  in  the  short  time  available,  but  fortun¬ 
ately  supplies  of  bedding,  etc.,  were  obtainable  from  local  shops  and  the  furn¬ 

ishing  was  completed  on  a  more  satisfactory  and  economical  basis  than  might 
have  been  supposed.  From  the  moment  that  we  were  empowered  by  the  Ministry 
to  secure  and  equip  these  two  buildings,  only  48  hours  elapsed  before  they  were 

actually  receiving  patients.  Much  credit  is  due  to  various  ladies  of  the  district 

who  themselves  helped  to  cleanse  Berryfield  House  and  prepare  the  rooms  as 
wards,  and  who  undertook  similar  work  at  Melksham. 

We  were  fortunate  in  securing  the  services  as  obstetrician  of  Mr.  Wilfred 
Shaw  of  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hospital  who  devoted  himself  entirely  to  the  work 
at  these  two  Homes  for  a  considerable  period,  thereby  relieving  me  of  much 

anxiety  which  otherwise  would  have  arisen  in  providing  medical  care  for  such 

large  numbers  of  patients. 

From  the  beginning  of  September  until  the  end  of  the  year  a  total  of  168 

evacuees  were  confined  in  these  Homes. 


INFANT  WELFARE  AND  WEIGHING  CENTRES. 

Additional  Infant  Welfare  Centres  were  opened  during  the  year  at  Wootton 
Bassett,  Landford  and  Semley  and  also  a  number  of  smaller  Weighing  Centres 
were  organised  at  Caine  and  elsewhere.  These  new  Centres  were  particularly 
needed  as  a  result  of  the  evacuation  of  mothers  and  babies  to  the  County  and 
there  was  also  a  considerable  increase  in  the  numbers  of  children  attending  exist¬ 
ing  Welfare  Centres.  This  additional  pressure  on  our  Clinics  has  been  noticeable 
not  only  in  Infant  Welfare  Centres  but  also  throughout  the  many  other  Clinics 
held  under  the  various  County  services. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

In  this  brief  report  I  am  avoiding  the  presentation  of  the  usual  statistical 
tables  but  the  possibility  of  war-time  epidemics  is  so  real  that  it  is  desirable 
to  show  the  prevalence  of  infectious  disease  for  comparative  purposes,  and  the 
following  table  therefore,  gives  the  most  important  figures  : — • 
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DISTRICT. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Enteric  Fever 

including  Paratyphoid 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

Infantile  Paralysis 

Acute  Encephalitis 

Lethargica 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

’39 

’38 

'39 

’38 

’39 

’38 

’39 

’38 

’39 

’38 

’39 

’38 

’39 

’38 

’39 

’38 

URBAN . 

Bradford-on-Avon . 

5 

5 

1 

1 

Caine 

3 

1 

2 

. _ 

_ _ 

_____ 

1 

_ 

r . 

—— 

____ 

- 

- - 

— 

— 

Chippenham 

7 

13 

5 

1 

— 

_ _ 

3 

1 

1 

_ 

— 

..  ... 

_ _ 

— 

— 

1 

Devizes 

27 

20 

3 

_ 

_ 

. 

2 

- 

• 

.  _ 

_ 

~ — 

— 

— 

Malmesbury 

— 

8 

_ 

_ ___ 

_ 

_ 

_ _ 

1 

i 

, 

_ ___ 

- 

__ 

_ 

— 

Marlborough 

8 

3 

1 

- - 

_ 

.  -  . 

1 

1 

— 

. _ 

_ 

— — - 

— 

— 

— 

Mel  ks ham  . 

4 

13 

8 

5 

_ _ 

. 

4 

1 

_ 

, _ _ 

_ 

,  -  - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Salisbury  . 

34 

126 

22 

23 

— 

1 

19 

25 

2 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

6 

2 

Swindon 

106 

89 

42 

38 

1 

1 

35 

57 

— 

2 

1 

_ 

1 

— 

7 

1 

Trowbridge . 

15 

12 

1 

1 

1 

- - 

2 

6 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Warminster 

1 

3 

1 

13 

_ 

.. 

T  ■ 

_ _ 

- 

_ 

1 

■  -■  - 

, _ 

— 

— 

— 

West  bury 

8 

1 

4 

1 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Wilton  . 

6 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

““  " 1 

RURAL. 

Amesbury  . 

19 

26 

5 

4 

.  . 

, 

__ 

3 

1 

1 

. 

-  - 

____ 

_ _ 

— 

Bradford  and  Melksham 

12 

16 

1 

4 

_ _ 

. 

1 

1 

, 

— 

- 

1 

— ... 

— 

- - 

— 

Caine  and  Chippenham  . 

29 

17 

20 

5 

3 

— — 

3 

— 

3 

_ 

_ _ 

_ 

- - 

— 

— 

1 

Cricklade  and  Wootton  Bassett 

8 

5 

2 

4 

— 

— 

1 

c 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

Devizes 

31 

18 

2 

2 

— 

_ 

3 

2 

- — 

_ _ 

1 

_ 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

Highworth . 

13 

19 

14 

13 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

- - 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Malmesbury 

5 

5 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Marlborough  and  Ramsbury 

16 

4 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

3 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Mere  and  Tisbury 

40 

43 

2 

1 

1 

— 

3 

2 

— 

_ 

1 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

Pewsey 

11 

20 

5 

5 

— — - 

— 

4 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Salisbury  and  Wilton 

24 

20 

11 

8 

1 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Warminster  and  Westbury 

1  7 

9 

1 

8 

■ — 

— 

1 

3 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Urban  Districts  . 

224 

299 

90 

82 

3 

2 

66 

95 

3 

2 

3 

1 

— 

16 

4 

Rural  Districts  .  ....  . : 

225 

202 

64 

57 

5 

— 

20 

21 

7 

1 

6 

10 

■ — 

2 

4 

Administrative  County  . 

Total  Case3  Notified 

449 

501 

154 

139 

8 

2 

86 

116 

10 

3 

9 

10 

1 

18 

8 

Total  Cases  admitted  to 

hospital 

411 

453 

+  177 

1 1 48 

4 

2 

1 1 6 

1 19 

6 

3 

8 

8 

1 

t2 

t4 

•{•Excludes  Salisbury  and  Swindon  cases  where  the  Local  Authorities  are  responsible  for  arranging 
hospital  treatment. 


}  Includes  observation  cases. 
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The  first  winter  of  the  war  did  not  provide  the  serious  epidemics  which  had 
been  widely  predicted.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  figures,  the  year  showed  some, 
though  not  large,  increases  in  the  numbers  of  cases  of  diphtheria  and  enteric  fever 
and  also  of  cerebro  spinal  fever  which  disease,  together  with  influenza,  became  very 
much  more  prevalent  later  in  the  winter. 


RIVERS  POLLUTION, 

In  October,  1939,  the  Public  Health  Committee  considered  the  procedure  to 
be  adopted  during  the  war  in  regard  to  the  routine  work  undertaken  in 
connection  with  the  prevention  of  river  pollution.  It  was  decided  that  it  would 
be  impracticable  to  continue  the  routine  inspections  but  that  the  County  Medical 
Officer  should  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Committee  any  cases  in  which  it  appeared 
necessary  for  definite  action  to  be  taken. 


CIVIL  NURSING  RESERVE. 

A  local  Emergency  Nursing  Committee  for  Wiltshire  was  formed  during  the 
year  and,  by  the  end  of  1939,  913  applications  for  training  as  nursing  auxiliaries 
had  been  received.  By  that  time  70  applicants  had  completed  their  training 
and  677  were  under  training.  In  addition  there  were  on  the  register  88  trained 
nurses  and  27  assistant  nurses. 


The  following  gives  a  general  idea  of  the  allocations  of  the  above  staff  which 
had  been  made  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  :  — 


N  arsing  A  uxiliaries . 

Hospital  Work 
First-aid  Posts 
District  Nursing 

Trained  and  Assistant  Nurses. 

Hospital  Work 
First-aid  Posts 
District  Nursing 

Since  the  close  of  the  year  1939  this 


295 

79 

33 

Trained.  Assistant. 

52  20 

5  — 

7  5 

work  has  of  course,  greatly  expanded. 


FIRST  AID  POSTS. 

During  the  year  twelve  fixed  and  three  mobile  First  Aid  Posts  were  establish¬ 

ed  in  the  county  area  which  excludes  the  Borough  of  Swindon  and  the  City 
of  Salisbury.  The  fixed  First  Aid  Posts  are  fairly  evenly  spread  throughout  the 
county  area,  whilst  at  the  time  of  writing  one  of  the  mobile  Posts  is  in  the 

north,  one  in  the  centre  and  one  towards  the  south-west.  Though  '  very  few 

casualties  have  so  far  been  dealt  with  at  these  Posts  the  keenness  of  the  person¬ 

nel  has  been  encouraged  by  frequent  practices  and  by  the  possession  of  full 
equipment. 

Since  the  end  of  the  year  the  personnel  has  been  expanded  to  some  550  part- 
time  unpaid  volunteers,  the  only  whole-time  paid  personnel  in  the  county  being 
a  trained  nurse  and  a  driver  for  one  of  the  mobile  Posts. 
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FIRST  AID  PARTIES. 


The  number  of  First  Aid  Parties  allotted  by  the  Ministry  to  the  county  area 
was  originally  50,  increased  later  to  60.  Great  difficulty  has  been  experienced 
generally  throughout  the  county  in  obtaining  sufficient  men  to  form  an  adequate 
reserve,  a  difficulty  which  has  been  accentuated  since  the  end  of  the  year  by 
the  calling  up  of  men  for  military  service. 

The  keenness  of  the  personnel  for  turning  out  in  practices  has  been  maintained 
down  to  the  present  time  and,  although  actual  casualties  have  been  few,  there  has 
always  been  the  necessary  number  of  Parties  standing  to  on  the  receipt  of  a 
“red”  warning  whenever  it  has  occurred  in  any  area  of  the  County. 


FIRST  AID  POINTS. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  sanctioned  the  establishment  of  204  First  Aid  Points 
in  the  county  area  in  approved  premises  and  supplied  a  box  of  first  aid  dress¬ 
ings  to  each.  Practically  all  these  Points  are  in  a  state  of  readiness. 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 

Owing  to  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  Ministry  of  Transport,  great  diffi¬ 
culty  was  experienced  in  obtaining  suitable  vans  for  conversion  into  part-time 
ambulance  vehicles,  of  which  a  limit  of  75  was  allotted  to  the  county  area  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  advantages  of  whole-time  ambulances  were  soon  recognised  and  a  beginning 

made  by  the  purchase  of  12  trailer  two-stretcher  ambulances.  At  the  end  of  the 

year  in  review,  plans  had  been  made  for  the  conversion  of  private  motor  cars 

into  ambulances,  while,  in  addition,  several  ambulances  offered  by  private  persons 
had  been  accepted  and  added  to  the  County  service. 

At  the  time  of  writing  there  are  44  whole-time  ambulances  and  a  further 
8  are  in  the  course  of  construction. 

Difficulties  were  also  experienced  in  obtaining  the  right  to  use  sufficent  part- 
time  vehicles  as  cars  for  sitting  cases  and  for  the  conveyance  of  First-Aid  Parties. 

These  difficulties  have  to  some  extent  been  met  by  securing  private  cars  offered 

by  their  owners  as  whole-time  vehicles.  The  number  of  cars  of  this  type  at 

present  maintained  is  18. 

Up  to  the  end  of  1939  the  County  Ambulance  Officer  had  to  depend  to  a 
large  extent  upon  the  good  offices  of  the  local  transport  officers  where  they 
existed  to  see  that  vehicles  were  maintained  in  suitable  repair,  but  with  the 
increase  of  whole-time  cars  it  has  been  necessary  during  the  current  year  to 

appoint  an  experienced  technical  assistant.  This  appointment  renders  possible  a 
much  needed  regular  inspection  of  whole-time  vehicles. 

Much  good  work  has  been  done  by  local  transport  officers  in  training  and 

maintaining  the  ambulance  services  on  call. 
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EMERGENCY  HOSPITAL  SCHEME. 


The  development  of  this  scheme  has  been  the  result  of  a  great  deal  of 
administrative  work  both  in  regard  to  the  actual  hospital  extensions  and  to  the 

recruitment  of  the  necessary  staffs. 

There  are  now  six  Class  IA,  eight  Class  IB  and  eleven  Class  2  hospitals  in 
the  county.  Our  own  two  Class  I A  hospitals  at  St.  Margaret’s  and  Tower  House, 
both  of  which  have  been  enlarged  by  the  provision  of  huts,  have  dealt  with  some 
hundreds  of  service  sick  and  service  casualties  since  the  outbreak  of  war,  whilst 

many  other  service  sick  have  been  treated  in  the  county  voluntary  hospitals. 

A  County  Casualty  Bureau  was  established  early  in  the  war  to  facilitate  the 
admission  of  air  raid  casualties  to  hospitals  and  has  for  some  time  been  continu¬ 
ously  manned  on  a  24  hour  basis.  This  bureau  also  acts  as  a  centre  for  the 
collection  of  the  very  large  amount  of  information  required  every  day  by  the 
Ministry. 

In  addition  to  large  quantities  of  drugs  and  dressings  distributed  to  certain 

of  the  emergency  hospitals,  a  large  stock  is  held  in  reserve  at  the  County  Hall 
for  use  in  the  event  of  an  emergency  in  any  part  of  the  County. 


All  the  above  provisions  in  respect  of  casualties  have  been  elaborated  on  the 
general  plan  of  the  Ministry  adapted  to  local  needs  and  although  so  far  the  call 
upon  these  services  has  happily  been  small,  it  is  felt  with  some  degree  of  con¬ 
fidence  that  they  will  stand  the  strain  of  emergencies  which  have  so  far  not 
seriously  affected  Wiltshire  but  are  the  commonplace  of  some  <§ther  parts  of 
England. 


Holloway  &  Son,  Printers,  Weston-super-Mare. 


350-11-40. 


